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Tropical Pacific SST 
Anomalies (°C) 

 
Though weakening, La Nina 
conditions continue across the 
Eastern Tropical Pacific 
 
(Neg) SSTs continue across much 
of the tropical pacific basin 
 
However,  (Pos) SSTs have 
developed along the coast of South 
America, which may have 
significant impacts on weather 
patterns this spring. 
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Colorado Snowpack 
 
Statewide- 74% of Ave. 
 
Yampa/White River- 70% of Ave 
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Developed by NRCS 

Wyoming Snowpack 
 
100%-115% of Ave northern 
Wyoming 
 
70-80% of Ave southern and 
northeastern Wyoming 
 



Developed by NRCS 

Black Hills Snowpack 
 
Above Average temperatures in 
Early March has resulted in an 
early melt and run-off conditions 
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RMA 30-Day Temperature Anomalies 
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Drought Development and Intensification 

Drought Intensification Compared to a 
Year Ago 
 
Improvement During Fall and Winter 

Drought Development and Intensification 
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ENSO Forecast 
 

ECMWF Forecast from March 1, 2012 
 

Suggest Neutral Conditions By Mid April 
 
Possible El Nino Conditions Summer 2012 
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Below Average 

Much Below Average 

Precipitation Forecast - Remainder of March 2012 
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Above Average 

Temperature Forecast - Remainder of March 2012 
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Precipitation Forecast – April 2012 

Dry conditions gradually becoming 
less prevalent in April 
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Temperatures Forecast – April 2012 

Temperatures Returning to Near 
Average 
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Precipitation Forecast – May – June 2012 
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Temperatures Forecast – May – June 2012 
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La Nina conditions will continue to 
impact weather patterns for the next 

several weeks. 
 
Mainly east of the divide, periods of: 

 
Above Average Temperatures 
Low Humidity 
Stronger Than Average Wind Events 
Pre-Green Up Fuel Conditions 
 
However, green-up, and a wetter forecast 
will decrease current spring fire 
conditions by mid to late April 

Fire Risk Forecast – Late March -  June 2012 



21 

Fire Risk Forecast – Late March -  June 2012 

As mentioned in the January outlook, 
below average snowpack and 
precipitation deficits raised early 
concerns about the upcoming 2012 
summer fire season across much of 
western Colorado.  
 
Snowpack and precipitation trends 
(below average) during the last 60 
days has maintained these concerns 
 
Though conditions in April are likely 
to improve, the May thru June 
outlooks support drier and warmer 
than average conditions 
 
The next update to this outlook is 
scheduled for late April 2012. 
 
  
  


